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Professor M. Hom-Ma: A Personal Memoir
by Professor Robert L. Wiegel

| am pleased to write this note about the late Professor Hom-Ma, the
"father of coastal engineering in Japan”. | was privileged to have met with him on
several occasions. | believe the first time was at the Coastal Engineering
Seminar in Japan, in March 1964, as part of the U.S.A. - Japan Cooperative
Science Program, a joint effort of the Japan Society for Promotion of Science
and the U.S.A. National Science Foundation. Professor Hom-Ma was the
chairman of the Japanese Delegation and Professor Joe W.Johnson, of the
University of California (Berkeley), chairman of the U.S.A. delegation. Professor
Kiyoshi Horikawa and | were young delegates from the two countries. | met him
again in Tokyo at the Pacific Science Congress in 1966, in which he was active.
In 19661 also met him in Tokyo; he was Chairman of the Local Organizing
Committee of the Tenth International Engineering Conference on Coastal
Engineering (ICCE), the first held in Asia. Professor Hom-Ma was very active in
promoting coastal engineering in the international communitv.

The ocean coasts are very important to Japan, to the U.S.A., and to
other countries for many activities: maritime shipping (ports), fishing, recreation,
living, cooling water for coastal power plants, and waste disposal (control of
pollutants). Problems are similar, and sometimes are disasterous, such as those
caused by tsunamis (from the Japanese term tsu nami, in international u$age),
typhoons (known as hurricanes at the 1J.S.A. Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico coasts),
coastal subsidence, and rise in relative mean sea level. This requires an
increase in our understanding of the processes, and the education of engineers
and scienti.sts; and the development of improved ideas and techniques for the
mitigation of harmful effects. Professor Hoin-Ma was an acknowledged leader in
this, on a worldwide basis—

(4 May 2012)

Prof. WiegeliZ-2\T
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